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establish smoking policies that either ban smoking altogether or that provide for 
approved areas where smoking is permitted. 

 
• Development of the Flex Care Program which allows individuals to access 

Medicaid services at home rather than only in nursing facilities. To date, nearly 
400 individuals have benefited from Flex Care. 

 
“I am extremely proud of each and every one of our employees who work tirelessly to 
improve access to healthcare and prevent of disease,” said Betit. “Our accomplishments 
wouldn’t have been possible without the support of Governor and Mrs. Leavitt.  In 
addition, I’ve got a strong team here that is capable and competent to continue moving 
our priority initiatives forward.”  
 
Betit began his Utah service in 1987 as the Director of Health Care Financing, the entity 
in Utah that runs Medicaid.  In 1992, he became the Utah Department of Health 
Executive Director. Betit has been responsible for an agency of more than 1,200 
employees with an annual budget in excess of $1 billion.  On April 13, 1995, Governor 
Leavitt asked Betit to become Executive Director of the Department of Human Services 
while retaining his position as Executive Director of the UDOH.  The Department of 
Human Services is the largest agency in state government.  On September 30, 1997, Mr. 
Betit returned to the Department of Health as the full-time Executive Director. 
 
Prior to coming to Utah in 1987, Mr. Betit directed the Medical Assistance Program in 
Alaska for 12 years, which included responsibility for the state's assistance programs. 
Betit has served on numerous local and national health care reform committees.  He is a 
nationally recognized Medicaid expert in the field of health care financing and is widely 
viewed on a state and regional basis as an expert on health care reform. 

The Alaska State Hospital and Nursing Home Association is a private membership 
organization representing about 65 percent of the health care workforce in Alaska and is 
made up of hospitals, nursing homes, community clinics and home health groups. The 
Association provides: legislative and regulatory advocacy at all levels of government; 
acts as a steward of resources by supporting fiscally responsible initiatives; provides 
health information to members and the public; works to improve the health status of all 
Alaskans; and remains committed to advancing knowledge about health through 
education and training to the members of its organization. 
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